


ILTON PARISH COUNCIL

E-Mail: clerk@iltonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Web: www.iltonparishcouncil.gov.uk


 MINUTES
OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING
ON
Tuesday 22nd September 2026
Merryfield Hall, Ilton


PRESENT:
Cllr. J Bennett (Chair), Cllr. A Pidgeon, Cllr. J Easterbrook, Cllr. I Sherwood, Cllr. N Matravers, Cllr. K King
Mrs D Spree (Clerk)
15 members of the public

Prior to the start of the meeting
Questions and comments from members of the public 
There were several questions raised as follows:
· Copse Lane Field. In the Merryfield Messenger statement from the Chair the sum of £60,000-£80,000 was mentioned as being the cost of converting the field into a car park. What pre-planning has been sought.
· Chair to respond in writing
· Cemetery Car Park (Rec). When was this discussed and what is the allocated budget 
· Chair to respond in writing
· Ilminster Youth Football Club. How much will IYFC be charged.
· The license is still under discussion
· Monitoring Officers decisions.  The question was raised as to why the results of Monitoring Officers reports were not published on the website. Chair clarified that it is not a requirement to publish them, but the Clerk would respond in writing to any requests.
· Why was the Planning Application for Drakes Farmhouse being discussed when the work had been done.
· Clerk checked and the application had not yet been approved by Somerset Council.
· Speeding. A member of the public had phoned Highways about speeding in the village.  She was told speeding was a police matter not highways.
· Chair confirmed the PC was looking into SIDs but one of the best way of proving the speeding issue was to have a Speed Watch group within the village.  The police will provide training support for such a volunteer group.
· Water Butts. The question of having water butts in the cemetery was raised.
· Councilors responded saying that although it is a good idea in principle there are no roofs to collect water from; open containers are not allowed for safety reasons; standing water is a Legionnaires Disease hazard.
· Cemetery/MUGA/Rec carpark. Does the previous budget allocated to the car park build cover increased footfall from the football and there is a risk to pedestrians from the car park as no pavement.  
· The car park is still under the planning process but is unlikely to be increased in size due to the lease with the Warren Trust. There are no pavements, but advice has been taken and it is not felt to be an issue. 
· The PC was thanked for the improvement in the potholes and the number that had been fixed.

Reports from Unitary Councilors
No Unitary Councilor present


9.1 To receive and agree any apologies for non-attendance.
	Apologies from Cllrs Ripley and Simpson – both are away

9.2 To receive any declarations of interest.
Cllr Easterbrook declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 9.7 Drakes Farm, on the grounds that the applicant was a family member. Cllr Easterbrook confirmed that she had no disclosable pecuniary interest and took no part in the discussion or vote on the application.
 
9.3 To receive and APPROVE the minutes of the meetings of: 
· Wednesday 12th August 2026
· Tuesday 25th August 2026 
· Friday 11th September 2026
	All Minutes APPROVED 6-0-0 Prop: JB 2nd: KK

9.4 Chair’s Announcements
	None

9.5 Finance & General Purposes
· To note the items of expenditure and APPROVE payments list – APPROVED subject to confirmation that George Montague has completed the tasks given to him from 11 Sep meeting
· APPROVED 6-0-0 
· To NOTE RFO report including bank reconciliation 
· NOTED
· To note VAT return 
· NOTED 
· To REVIEW 1st draft of budget for 2027/28
· Discussed under next minute point

9.6 To APPROVE the reinstatement of the Finance Committee
It was decided not to have a separate Finance Committee although the Clerk noted that this was not the most efficient way forward and final approval was needed by December PC Meeting.. A date is to be set for a working group to discuss the initial budget in the next week.

9.7 Planning. To review and consider any applications received:
· Proposal: 26/01979/FUL Proposed Car Park Land OS8349 Copse Lane Ilton Ilminster Somerset TA19 9HG
· APPROVED 6-0-0 Prop: JB 2nd: NM
· Proposal: 26/01941/LBC Fit chimney pots and bird guards to three chimneys to prevent rainwater ingress. Drakes Farmhouse Ilton Ilminster Somerset TA19 9EY
· APPROVED 5-0-0 Prop: JB 2nd: IS
		
9.8 Update on ongoing projects
· MUGA Car Park 
· Awaiting planning permission
· Play Park Repairs	
· Pictures sent and representative from Somerset Landscapes visiting this week
· Covered shelters proposed for the village
· Nothing to report at this point, still seeking quotes for installation.
· SIDs in the village to monitor speeding vehicles
· Waiting for response from Somerset Council

9.9 To discuss and APPROVE the proposal from Ilminster Youth Football Club 
Chair had sent a proposal to all Councillors for consideration. Those in attendance agreed to proposal and a formal letter will be sent to ITYFC.

9.10 Update on Dog off-lead area from working party
Cllr King distributed quotes for the fencing £18,500 for V Fencing and £22.235 for safety fencing. The requirement for planning permission is still being investigated. Insurance Company are providing written confirmation to confirm no additional costs.
	CLERK to chase planning and insurance.

9.11 To DISCUSS quotations for the clearing of the ditches and French drains to the south side of the Rec and APPROVE one of the contractors – subject to PLI and Risk Assessments
Quote from George Bolt presented but CLERK to clarify how many loads to be removed to get a better view of the total likely cost.  A further quote is required from another contractor.
ACTION: CLERK

9.12 To APPROVE the costs of removing the mound on the Rec – subject to PLI and Risk Assessments
Quote from George Bolt presented but CLERK to clarify how many loads to be removed to get a better view of the total likely cost.  
ACTION: CLERK

9.13 To discuss and APPROVE costs of replacement of Cemetery gate post – subject to PLI and Risk Assessments
APPROVED but require protective tar on the base. Total cost no more than £300 Prop AP 2nd: IS ACTION: CLERK

9.14 To discuss and APPROVE costs of re-tarmacking the pathway in Rec – subject to PLI and Risk Assessments
Cllr Pidgeon presented 2 quotations. The 2nd one of £4100 was APPROVED Prop AP 2nd: IS

9.15 To discuss and DECIDE policy for the Copse Lane field being used for 28 days as a temporary car park
It was decided that the Clerk would take bookings for 28 days but the applicants MUST have PLI and a Risk Assessment and sign an indemnity taking all liability from the Council.
ACTION CLERK to put details on website and write an indemnity letter.

9.16 To discuss and APPROVE storage offer from the Merryfield Hall
Merryfield Hall have kindly offer storage for a filing cabinet in one of their storage rooms for a price of £10 a month. The first 3 months would be free in exchange for the volunteers cutting the hedges.
APPROVED 6-0-0 Prop: AP 2nd KK

9.17 To discuss plans for Remembrance Day on 8th November 2026
Clerk confirmed road closure had been booked, Cllr Pidgeon confirmed signage, and that those manning the junctions are Chap 8 qualified. Risk Assessment to be supplied to Clerk asap.
 
9.18 To receive any additional reports from Councilors
Cllr King reported on some concerning behavior happening at Brook Green. Some ‘youths’ on quad bikes had been seen.
CLERK to add a link on the website for reporting incidents to the police.

9.19 Exclusion of Press and Public – as outlined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government Act 1972 
APPROVED 6-0-0 Prop: JB 2nd JE
The public and Locum Clerk left the room. 

9.20 To APPROVE appointment of new Clerk/RFO
It was unanimously resolved to appoint Mrs Dale Spree as Clerk and RFO from 1st Oct 2026 on scale point 22 pro rata for 20 hrs per week with probationary period of 3 months and on understanding clerk will complete the CILCA qualification within 2 years. 6-0-0
Members discussed the percentage the council will contribute to staff pension and it was resolved to set a rate of 5% to be reviewed annually. 6-0-0
It was resolved to supply the model contract of employment with the above details inserted 6-0-0
It was resolved to instruct PATA payroll to provide payroll services for HMRC PAYE and NEST pension services. 6-0-0
Consultancy support to be on retainer purely for finalising recruitment process and ad hoc support although it is recognised that now a permanent clerk has been appointed this should be kept to a minimum.


9.21 Date of next meeting – 27th October 2026 at The Merryfield Hall 18.30 hours




